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Traditionally, femininity has been viewed as a one-

dimensional and discrete construct (Hoskin, 2017a; Hoskin, et al., 
in press), whereby one is either classified as being feminine or not 
(Blair & Hoskin, 2015). While recent years have seen the 
proliferation of approaches to studying masculinities, as well as 
growing recognition of how different facets of masculinity are 
related to behaviours, outcomes, and interpersonal relationships, 
femininity has not garnished the same level of inquiry.  Just as 
French philosopher Luce Irigary (1985) refers to women as “this 
sex which is not one,” femininity remains the gender “which is 
not one,” and, consequently, is often deemed unworthy of critical 
inquiry to the extent that has been offered to the study of 
masculinities.  
 
  While femininities have been overlooked, there is a growing body of scholarship 
chronicling the various mechanisms of policing or devaluing femininity. For example, 
terms such as anti-femininity (Kilianski, 2003; Eguchi, 2011; Miller, 2015); trans-
misogyny (Serano, 2007, 2013); effemimania (Serano, 2007); femi-negativity (Bishop et 
al., 2014); sissyphobia (Eguchi, 2011); anti-effeminacy (Sanchez & Vilain, 2012); 
femiphobia (Bailey, 1996); slut-shaming/bashing (Tanenbaum, 2015), and misogynoir 
(Bailey, 2014) target specific social groups (e.g. trans women, gay men, women of 
colour), and share the overarching theme of feminine devaluation. Recently, feminist 
scholars have parsed together the various mechanisms of feminine devaluation to propose 
an overarching system of oppression known as femmephobia or femme-negativity 
(Hoskin, 2017b; Blair & Hoskin, 2016). This body of research constitutes the emerging 
field of Critical Femininities, and sets the groundwork for further examination of 
femmephobia or femme-negativity (Hoskin, 2017b) as intersections of oppression worthy 
of academic attention.  
 

The proposed special issue will begin to carve out a space for the emergent field 
of Femininities or Critical Femininities. We seek interdisciplinary and multi-
methodological contributions that examine femininities or illuminate the devaluation of 
femininity (femmephobia, femme-negativity, femiphobia, sissyphobia, etc.) as both apply 
to sexuality, health, violence, social inequalities, in/out-group discrimination, rape 
culture, and the maintenance of toxic or hegemonic masculinities. Specifically, this issue 
lays the groundwork for establishing Femininity Studies as a sub-field of Feminist 
thought that mirrors Masculinity Studies in its investigation of feminine intersections. As 



such, we define a field of Femininities studies as one that cuts across disciplines and 
incorporates a wide variety of interdisciplinary tools, perspectives, and methodologies to 
understand femininities and femmephobia. 
 
 
We welcome contributions that explore the intersection of femininity, femininities, and 
femmephobia as they pertain to: 

- The pathologization of femininity 
- Cisgender heterosexual men’s expressions of femininity 
- Definitions, expansions and applications of Femme Theory 
- Transmen’s expressions of femininity  
- Power and femininity in BDSM and Kink communities 
- “Sissification” and the use of feminine subordination in kink 
- Types of feminine devaluation: sissiphobia, femmephobia, effemimania, 

misogynoir, slut-shaming, transmisogyny, etc. 
- Non-binary femininities 
- Crip sexuality and the feminization of disability  
- Sex work, femininity and power 
- Rape culture, consent and femininity 
- Femme and rewriting sexual scripts  
- “tender” masculinities 
- Femininity within political spheres  

 
Please submit a 250 to 500-word abstract and a 150-word author biography by February 
1, 2019. Full articles will be due September 30, 2019 with an expected publication date 
in the Fall of 2020. We will give priority to proposal abstracts received by February 
2019, and consider late submissions on a case-by-case basis. Full manuscripts should not 
exceed 6,000 words and should comply with the formatting guidelines of Psychology & 
Sexuality. 
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To Submit: Visit www.femmetheory.org/criticalfemme  
 
Timeline 
July 2018 – Call for papers 
February 2019 – Abstracts Due 
September 2019 – Full articles due September 30th, 2019 
December 2019 – First round of revisions (sent out) 



March 2020 – First round of revisions submitted 
May 2020 – Second round of revisions (sent out)  
July 2020 – Second round of revisions submitted 
October 2020 – Special issue published 
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